50                     MUSSOLINI
if you are a true revolutionist, you will accept/ insisted Lazzari.
14 Others then urged the appointment, Mussolini brooded in silence. I knew him sufficiently well to understand what was going on in his mind. Tempted and flattered as he was by the proposal, he hesitated because of the responsibility involved. The matter was still undecided when we adjourned for lunch. Mussolini and I lunched together. I tried to induce him to accept the proposal of the Executive, but his mind was apparently made up and he declared point-blank that he would not consider accepting. Upon the reconvening of the Executive Committee, however, his first words were : ' Well, I agree. But there is one condition : Comrade Balabanoff has to join the staff as co-editor/
" I understood immediately the motivation behind this strange conduct. He did not want to renounce the honour which had been offered him, nor did he want the responsibility. He knew that as a member of the Avanti! staff I would help him, in fact, that I would assume complete responsibility when things went wrong, but that I would not attempt to